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“Full Metal Jacket”
As someone who does not watch current movies on a regular basis, this assignment presented a rather unique conundrum for me. At the risk of losing points on this assignment, I have elected to use a movie that I am very familiar with for this essay. The movie that I have selected for this assignment is prolific director Stanley Kubrick’s 1987 cinematic masterpiece Full Metal Jacket, starring Matthew Modine, Vincent D’Onfrio, and the late R. Lee Ermey.
In Full Metal Jacket, Kubrick utilizes a lot of desaturated colors, especially in the opening haircutting scene. The desaturated colors gives this particular scene an emotional connection to the audience. The green in the background goes along with the somber expressions of the Marine recruits in emphasizing the regret that they are facing. The green wall in the haircut scene and the greyness of the inside of the barracks in the following scene help set the dramatic tone of the movie.  The addition of the song playing with the footage makes it very clear where these recruits will be going upon completion of basic training. As somone who went through basic training, I relate to this part of the film the most. 
There is another scene that uses light and shadows very well in conveying a message of intensity. This scene is the climatic conclusion to both Private Pyle (D’Onfrio) and Gunnery Seargent Hartman (Ermy). The scene opens with Private Joker (Modine) on fire watch in the barracks late at night. The darkness of the barracks at night already set up the mood that something ominous was about to happen. When Joker makes his way to the head (bathroom), he finds Pyle sitting on the toilet with a M1 Girand rifle, loading ammunition into his rifle. When the camera first pans to Pyle, you can see a glow in his eyes contrasting to the green dimly light head. After Joker asks Pyle if the rounds, he was loading were live rounds, Pyle responded that they were indeed live rounds and commenced to recite the “This is My Rifle” creed loudly. This woke Hartman who initially chastised both Pyle and Joker for making the disturbance. It was at this time that Joker informed Hartman that Pyle’s rifle is loaded with a “full metal jacket.” Realizing the danger of the situation, Hartman calmly tells Pyle to place his gun on the deck and to step away. After Pyle loads the rifle and aims it at Hartman’s chest, Hartman lets out one last chastisement before Pyle guns down Hartman. Pyle then looks at Joker, who Joker tells him to “go easy, man.” After this, Pyle turns the gun on himself. The dim lighting coupled with the blood of both victims makes this scene particularly powerful and a perfect example of what good use of lighting can do in conveying its message to the audience. 
In summary, the use of lighting and desaturated colors in Full Metal Jacket by Stanley Kubrick provides the audience with the overall tone of the movie. Bright colors are not really emphasized in this film because brightness would take away from the somberness of this powerful film’s most somber scenes. The subdued lighting and colors give the audience the immediate impression of the somberness of the subject matter. Brighter colors would take away from the overall emotional connection that Kubrick was trying to establish.  The genius of Kubrick’s use of lighting and desaturated color is what makes Full Metal Jacket the acclaimed masterpiece that it is today. 
 


