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Schindler’s List
The movie that I have selected to discuss this week is the 1993 Academy-Award winning masterpiece, Schindler’s List, directed by Steven Spielberg. The reason I chose this film is it is a strong example of how the use of color (in this case, the lack of color) can affect the overall tone of the already somber film. Spielberg’s decision to use black and white throughout almost all of the film added an additional sense of despair to the plight of the Jews in the concentration camp. It is my belief that if this film had been shot in color, this effect would be lost and it would just be another movie about the Holocaust. 
Spielberg uses drab and washed-out lighting to portray the hopelessness of the Jews in the concentration camps. Use of this technique establishes an emotional connection to the story for the audience.  This film does have one splash of color, however. There is a scene where Schindler, portrayed by Liam Neeson, looks on as the SS officers are dragging Jewish families out of their houses in the ghetto. The scene shows SS officers rounding up the Jews, with some screams and shots being fired in the distance. The only splash of color in the entire film is seen as a little girl, wearing a blood-stained coat, is seen running across the screen along with other Jews being mustered by the SS. This scene, however brief it was, was very effective in illustrating the horrors on which the Jewish people suffered at the hands of the SS.
Schindler’s List was nominated for 12 Academy Awards, winning seven. The winning categories were for Best Picture, Best Director (Spielberg), Best Adapted Screenplay (Steven Zaillian), Best Original Score (John Williams), Best Film Editing (Michael Kahn), Best Cinematography (Janusz Kaminski), and Best Art Direction (Ewa Braun, Allan Starski). Liam Neeson and Ralph Fiennes recieved nominations for Best Actor and Best Supporting Actor, respectively.
In closing, Schindler’s List is a prime example of what effective lighting and color choices can do to enhance the viewer’s experience. For a movie that deals with sensitive subject matter as the Holocaust, these aesthetic choices by Spielberg made Schindler’s List the timeless classic that it is today.
	
	
	



